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We are halfway through the month of October 

already.  I hope you all had a great Thanksgiving 

weekend with family and friends.  After five 

years as members of Chapter BC-A, Giselle and I 

are thankful to be able to give back as your new 

Chapter Directors.  We are also thankful for the 

members that have stepped forward to become 

part of our Chapter Team, and a huge thank you 

goes out to Keiller and Tracy for the tremendous 

amount of work and dedication over the past 

three years as our Chapter Directors and for 

their support in helping us to continue to provide the leadership for this great group of 

people.   As you may have heard, GWRRA is changing up the structure that we have 

come to know and operate under.  As we become more aware of the changes coming 

forth, we will do our best to keep you informed. 

With the holiday season now under way, here are a few upcoming chapter events to 

be aware of:  

November 11 Remembrance Day ride 

Chapter Christmas Dinner on November 25th 

New Year’s Day Breakfast.  

We hope to see you all out for some of these events. 

Dave and Giselle 

Chapter A Directors 
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BC’s Chapter A is located in Canada’s third largest 

city, Vancouver British Columbia.  Situated in the 

pristine natural beauty of the Pacific Northwest and 

nestled between the shores of the Pacific Ocean and 

the majestic peaks of the Coastal Mountain rangers.  

Riders and Co-riders are blessed with an abundance 

of some of the most scenic areas available to motor-

cycle touring enthusiasts anywhere. 

 

2017 Chapter BC A Team 

Chapter Directors: Dave Ward & Giselle Collins Assistant Directors:   
Treasurer:      Stores:   Giselle Collins 
Educator:   Kelly Parkes   Historian:  Ivan Armstrong 
Webmaster:  Keiller Gowans  Newsletter Editor:  Tracy Gowans 
Ride Coordinator: Chuck Taylor    
Games Coordinator: Vacant (Kelly Parkes) 
Membership Enhancement Coordinator: Ian McAlpine 

If you are interested in holding a position on the Executive or would like to nominate someone please 
contact the chapter directors  

Message from the Editor: 
  WANTED! If you are interested in taking it on or partnering 

with another member let us know!  We would love to have a 

someone excited about putting together our monthly news-

letter.  If you love talking to people, gathering news stories or 

even writing a few yourself this job is for you. Contact Tracy 

Gowans to express your interest in this  fun position. 

This is your newsletter, anything you would like to contribute 

please send to: 

gwrra.gowans@gmail.com 

Chapter Directors 

Keiller & Tracy Gowans 

604 970 0531 or 604 219 5836 

email : 

gwrra.gowans@gmail.com 

 Web Site: www.gwrrabca.ca  

“Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge” 
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P A G E  3  

October 2017 Region Report 

Hello everyone, 

We hope everyone had a great summer and had plenty of riding. For those 

that may have been affected by the fires, our hearts go out to you and hope 

things will soon be back to normal. We had a taste of it when we travelled to 

and from the Region J Rally in Fort Langley back on August long weekend as 

the smoke was intense. As a follow up, we had about 60 members attend 

the rally and it turned out to be a success as everyone enjoyed the last Region J Rally. 

A special thanks to all the volunteers that help throughout the weekend. Chapter BC-C 

was the Chapter of the Year, Chapter AB-B received the Newsletter of the Year, Indi-

viduals of the Year went out to David Ward from BC-A, Roger Matas from AB-A and 

Scott Kucharyshen from SK-D.   

We had a great three week trip to and from Wing Ding in Grapevine with around 

8000km travel throughout 14 states. The attendance at Wing Ding was down this year 

with approximately 4200 members attending. Although the Gaylord Texan Resort was 

a very expensive place to stay, it was a pleasure to stay within an air-conditioned facil-

ity that housed most of the event. The city of Grapevine opened their doors and the 

hospitality made everyone feel welcome. Even hurricane Harvey kept his distance and 

the only remnants was a shortage of gasoline for a couple days as people panicked 

and filled up whatever they could from forty five gallon drums to milk jugs. During the 

event Anita Alkire the GWRRA president, had a meeting with the District Director/

Region Director and then another one with the Chapter Directors and their team 

members to discuss changes coming next year. There was a lot of question asked and 

answered along with one from us regarding a possibility of splitting the Region J into a 

couple Districts. This is something that she is looking at and hoping to have structured 

by the end of the year. If it doesn’t happened by then, Region J would become a Dis-

trict and we would look after it in the meantime. The picture of us above is at the four 

corners monument where we were able to stand in four states at one time. New Mex-

ico, Arizona, Colorado and Utah.  

Until next month, 

Gary and Susan Premech 

Region J Directors 

G O L D  N U G G E T S   

 

Gary and Susan 
Premech 
Region J Directors 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

Membership Draw Article submitted by  Barry McMillan 
 
Last year I took my bike into RMR for servicing of my rear shock.  After get-
ting it done and getting home, the bike was parked for five months due to 
the bad weather.  So when I was able to ride again I noticed that it felt like I 
had a flat tire every time I hit a bump in the road or when I was going over 
speed bumps. 
  
I took it back to RMR and they thought at first that I did not have enough air 
in the tire.  Then one of the guys bounced the rear of the bike and said that 
the shock wasn’t working.  I had to make an appointment for later the fol-
lowing week to bring the bike in, so they could take the rear shock out and 
test it. 
  
At the appointment it took two guys to remove the shock.  Once they had it 
removed, they found out that when it was serviced before they think some-
one forgot to put the proper amount of gas into the shock, as they could not 
find any leaks.  So after it was fixed and re-installed, all at no charge thank-
fully, I was good to go. 
  
Before leaving RMR I was given a hint on how to keep my front shocks 
from extra wear and tear.  When you clean your windshield of bugs, etc. 
make sure you clean your front forks as well.  You want to do this because 
the dried on bugs will be rubbing up against your seals and could cause 
undue wear. 
  
Barry McMillan 
BC-D 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

 BC Chapter A Member Profile submitted by Heinz Blisse  

It all started in the late 50’s a friend of mine had a Triumph 500 that he was selling.  I bought it 
and he was going to teach me how to ride it as I had never been on a motorcycle before and 
bearing in mind I had no drivers license at the time.  We went to River Road in Vancouver to 
learn how to ride the motorcycle and it didn’t go so well.  I kept stalling it and Hank said give it 
more gas and let the clutch out and after a few more stalls I gave it lots of gas and dropped the 
clutch.  Hank either fell or jumped off and the bike went into the river and I fell off (I also lost 
one shoe).  Had to call a tow truck to get the bike out of the river and take it to Fred Deeley’s to 
get a new front wheel put on.  When the bike was repaired and I went to pick  it up I was to em-
barrassed to tell them that I did not know how to ride the bike so I waited for the store to close 
and staff to leave before I pushed the bike home.  I figured at this point it was time to get my 
drivers license.    

After it was fixed Bill and I went for a ride and we ended up at a railway crossing and back then 
the ruts for the railway were quite large and I knew I would have to take it at an angle but did 
not judge it well enough and the bike fell over and Bill landed on top of me and my face was 
quite a mess.  We rode the bike home and then took a taxi to hospital and the cops asked me 
what had happened and I told them I fell off my bike in hopes that they would assume it was a 
pedal bike and not a motorcycle as I did not have a license.  After the Triumph 500 I bought a 
new 650 BSA Rocket from Deeley’s on Broadway (Deeley’s sold Harleys and BSA and later first 
Gold Wing 1975).  Then I had a Harley Davidson until I bought my first Gold Wing in 1980 and 
then after a few more Wings and then back to Harley.    

My buddy Bob Davies, myself and some friends met at Fresgo’s in Surrey to start the Vancouver 
Chapter of GWRRA.  It didn’t go over to well at first.  Dale Crumb took over and he was a pretty 
good talker and motivator.  Chapter started for some time very small meetings.  I won the first 
50/50 and the prize was $10.  I was the first Ride Captain.  For my first ride with the group we 
went to Point Roberts in Boundary Bay and at that time they used to have two crossings and of 
course I went to the wrong one and it was closed permanently (what a Ride Captain I turned 
out to be).  So from there we went to North Vancouver.   

 I am a life member Heinz Blisse. 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

 BC Chapter A Member Story submitted by   Ivan Armstrong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You meet the nicest people on a Honda”  (old ad). 

Today (October 5th) I joined some friends for a trip up to the top of Mt. 

Baker and back.  The weather was perfect and the roads were in good 

shape with lots of great corners!  They were on dual purpose bikes and I 

managed to keep up with them. 

Imagine my surprise when who should also be at the top but Ian McAlpine 

and John Waddington.  Ian was on his GL 1800 and John had ridden his 

650 Burgman (it was really nice to see him up and about ).  I was piloting 

my newly acquired 1995 GL1500SE...I really enjoyed the ride.   

Cheers Ivan 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

 Events  
October 8th 2017 Ride to Mount Baker submitted by  Chuck Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a story to tell from a ride or other adventure, please send your 
stories and photos to gwrra.gowans@gmail.com  
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

 Tuesday Night Ride submitted by  Kelly Parkes 

A shot of the crew at Coffee before the Tuesday night ride Oct 3rd 2017 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   

 Tech Report submitted by   Patrick Frampton 
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P A G E  1 1  

Interested in learning 

more about the BCM 

Drill Team? Contact 

Rob Ellis at : 

groundhog@shaw.ca 

GWRRA BC Drill Team Riding  October 2017 
A wrap up of this year’s team activities is near and some time to reflect on the years 
accomplishments is at hand.  We made it all the way to Texas this year, (Grapevine to 
be exact) and so did a lot of other drill teams. 

This year saw 7 ! Count em! SEVEN teams come to Wing Ding to participate and boy 
that was a lot of teams. And a lot of learning for everyone involved. You don’t expe-
dite seven drill performances at the drop of the hat. That does take some coordination 
so to our director of rider excellence Eric Carlson, we must say thank you for doing so 
much to help us all along. 

To our other riding drill team buddies, The Gold Angles, we owe them our thanks be-
cause they really are easy to work with and show us all sorts of stuff, (we might steal) 
we can learn from. 

Like how to park a gold wing in the middle of the drill pad, TWICE in one performance.  
J I might be feeling the sting on my rear from that comment, but I will take it with 
pride! 

It is worth noting that our simplicity of the BCMDT routine and our precision did show 
us very well within all those ranks of drill teams! It’s not always about how fancy a ma-
neuver, rather how “Well” we do what we do in “unison” ! 

Our team would like to thank all of you who helped Carl (Team Moto Ride boss and 
business manager) and our team with your help at the various Moto Safety escorts for 
the “pro” and “ Semi Pro” bicycle races throughout the year. We offer a decent incen-
tive to ride for half the day and get you into some very interesting riding so please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with us if you are interested. 

To all of you whom may have come out to support us at a rally to watch a drill perfor-
mance, we thank you for taking the time to come out and watch us.  

Now riding on a drill team DOES NOT entail a “master rider” or a “gifted” rider to be 
sure. It only requires a rider with a Bike who kinda likes what he sees! How about it. 
Do you want to try your hand at riding with us? Please do consider coming out and 
given it a whirl.  

 

Stay tuned next month for a great story from the Grand Fondo and the riders who 
sometimes go the extra mile for our bicycle riders. 

Many thanks to our chapters for advertising our team articles so we might let you all 
know about “who” we are and “how” to find us. 

Rob Ellis 

BCMDT 

G O L D  N U G G E T S   
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BC Lower Mainland  

Chapter Contacts 

Upcoming Courses: 

Skills Training Anyone? 

Anyone interested in getting together in a 

large parking lot with a few cones and prac-

ticing some riding skills?  Send Kelly Parkes an 

email.  If we get enough interested we will 

schedule it.  kparkes@shaw.ca 
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October Birthdays 

 Mairi Sparrow  Oct 7th 

Keiller Gowans Oct 14th 

Pat Williams Oct 15th 

Leslie Wait Oct 22nd 

 

 

 

 October Wedding Anniversaries 

We need to update our database of member’s birthday’s and wedding anniversaries.  

Please send us an email with the month and year of your special dates so you don’t get 

missed!  Put Birthday and  Anniversary dates in the title. gwrra.gowans@gmail.com 

  

John & Terri Waddington  Oct 6th 

 

Did we miss your Birthday or Anniversary?  Let us know! 

GWRRA Anniversaries 

Larry Wilkins  6 yrs 

Chris Howell 7 yrs 

Sheila MacGregor 7 yrs 

Chuck Taylor 7 yrs 

Rob and Terry Ellis 9 yrs 

Kelly Parks 16 yrs 

Heinz Blisse 16 yrs 
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Region J Staff 

On the web at : http://gwrra-regionj.ca/ 

Division Position Name Email Phone 

Operations Region J Directors Gary & Susan Premech   gpremech@gmail.com 403 238 8478  

Operations Asst Region J Directors Patrick & Rainie Frampton eboness@dccnet.com 604 943 2527 

Finance Region J Treasurer Eric Roberts  eric.roberts@shaw.ca  403 256 7683  

Finance Region J Stores Pat Williams regionjtrainer@gmail.com 778 590 1229 

Rider Ed Region J Educator Alex Middleton amiddleton@shaw.ca  1 403 274 4223 

Rider Ed Asst Region J Educator BC Harold Arthurs arthurs1796@shaw.ca 604 351 5295 

Rider Ed Asst Region J Educator AB Kim Coubrough K.coubrough@hotmail.com 403 585 0989 

Rider Ed Region J Trainer Pat Williams regionjtrainer@outlook.com 778 590 1229 

MEP Region J MEC Tracy Boyda tracyboyda@telus.net 403 279 0383 

MEP District Webmaster Bill Haggerty whaggerty@vwh.ca 250 493 0153 

MEP Region J Ambassador Peter MacGregor petalmac@shaw.ca 604 460 2017 

MEP Newsletter Editor Vacant   
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Do you have a great idea for a newsletter Article? 

Ever thought about becoming the Newsletter Editor? 

Sounds like a daunting task to put your thoughts down on paper and send it in but really just a few lines 

is all it really takes.  Take a few minutes and send us whatever you have….  We love photos too. 

 Did you go on a great ride lately? 

 Did you attend a great event or meet some great people? 

 Maybe find a solution to a problem others may also be trying to fix? 

 Are you a techy and want to share your knowledge? 

 Maybe you have a burning question we can publish in the newsletter? 

Contact Tracy Gowans at gwrra.gowans@gmail.com with your ideas.                                                                                             

Deadline for articles for October’s newsletter is October 11th, 2017 

 

Riders Wanted 

The BCMDT is looking for you to try something interesting and it involves riding your motorcycle around 

mostly scenic, and interesting roads all around our 

area.  

Stay Tuned  For upcoming events. 

Contact Carl Schoten bcmdt-moto-safety@shaw.ca 
or  

604 202 7140 

We pay for much more than your gas, so come 
give it a try. 

Please sign up to volunteer at our GWRRA information booth.  Most shifts are 3 hours 

and two-three people per shift.  You must be a GWRRA Member in good standing.   

Sign up online at http://signup.com/go/zLXoWe  or give Keiller a call at 604 970 0531 
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For Sale/Want will run for 3 editions of the newsletter.  Please contact the newsletter editor if you wish to extend it 

longer or if your item has been sold at gwrra.gowans@gmail.com or phone Tracy Gowans 604 219 5836 Ads are free 
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For Sale/Want will run for 3 editions of the newsletter.  Please contact the newsletter editor if you wish to extend it 

longer or if your item has been sold at gwrra.gowans@gmail.com or phone Tracy Gowans 604 219 5836 Ads are free 
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For Sale/Want will run for 3 editions of the newsletter.  Please contact the newsletter editor if you wish to extend it 

longer or if your item has been sold at gwrra.gowans@gmail.com or phone Tracy Gowans 604 219 5836 Ads are free 

Contact Joe LeBlanc at   acadianstoo@gmail.com 

Phone 604 420 3229 
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Chapter A Stores 

To purchase items from Chapter A’s Stores 

contact Dave Ward at drward@telus.net 
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G O L D  N U G G E T S   
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Monthly  

Chapter Meeting 
Chapter BC-A, Vancouver 
The THIRD Sunday of each Month  

(except Dec) 

Ricky’s Country Restaurant 

Boundary Rd at Lougheed Hwy 

2350 Boundary Rd 

Burnaby, BC 

(604) 293-1242 

Breakfast at 8:00 am Meeting at 9:00 am 

Enjoy breakfast with new and old friends, 
or come for a cup of coffee before the meet-
ing.   See you there. 

Chapter BC - A 

Tuesday Night Rides 
Coffee Social (ride in season) 

*We are trying out different locations 
in 2017.  Check the website or Call 

Keiller 604 970 0531 to confirm 

Coffee From 5 pm Ride Leaves between 
6:30  pm and 7 pm 


